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SyBJ: LOCALE FOR PHASE II OF SALT
REF: STATE 143122

1, IN ACCORDANCE PARA ONE REFTEL WE DISCUSSED SUBJECT WITH SOV IET
CHARGE MORNING AUGUST B. NESCRIBED U S APPROACH TO SWISS AND

SUGGE STED T HAT SOVIETS SIGNAL CONFIRMAT ION TO SWISS GOVERNMENT IN
BERN OR MOE‘C)OW. SOVIETS PLEADED COMPLETE IGNORANCE AND UNDERTOOK
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5., IN LENGTHY SESSINN WITH SWISS FOMMIN OFFICIALS THIS AFTERNOON,
WF BRIEFED AppreyedHouRelssse@@q i 1/28 5 OMA-RDEP 80 TOE298A0T0I00 1 GENEV2

AND EXPLAINED US LOGISTICAL NEEDS, WE CONEYED US/ SOVIET INTENTION,
PEND ING SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL APPROVAL, TO NOTIFY AUSTRIAN AND
FINNISH GOVERNMENTS AND THEN TO RELEASE PRESS STATEMENT,

3, WHILE SWISS ASSURED US THAT THEY WOULD BE MOST PLEASED AND
HONORED TO HAVE GENEVA BECOME SITE FOR SALT, THEY DWELT AT LENGTH
ON DIFFICULT IES IN FINDING APPROPRIATE SPACE FOR US SALT MISSION
IN ALREADY OVER-CROWDED GENEVA AREA, DESPITE OUR REPEATED ASSUR-
ANCES THAT WE WOUWLD ENDEAVOR TO BE FLEXIBLE AS REGARDS OUR

RE QUIREMENT S, SWISS EXPRESSED RESERVAT IONS ABOUT PUBLIC STATE-
MENT CONCERNING MOVE BEFORE THEY HAD HAD OPPORTUNITY TO INVEST IGATE
POSSIBILITIES., CONCERNED ABOUT AUSTRIAN AND FINNISH RECRIMIN-

AT IONS, SWISS FEAR EMBARéASSNENT AND RIDICULE IN EVENT THEY AGREED
TO MOVE AND THEN FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO MEET EVEN MINIMUM

PHYSICAL RE QUIREMENT S,

4, SWISS POINTED OUT THAT NOT ONLY AGREEMENT BY FEDERAL COUNCIL,
BUT ALSO FROM GENEVA CANTONAL GOVERNMENT REQUIRED. THEY UNDERTOOK
TO SUBMIT QUEST ION TO FEDERAL COUNCIL FOR AUGUST $ SESSION AND TO
TRY TO OBTAIN GENEVA CANIONAL GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT ASAP, THEY
WERE UNABLE TO SAY, HOWEVER, HOYW QUICKLY LATTER COULD BE ACCOM-
PLISHED., WF REPEATEDLY EMPHASIZED URGENCY OF TIMING WITH VIEW TO
GROWING POSSIBILITY OF LEAKS AND ORVIOUS SENSITIVITIES OF

FINNISH AND AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENTS, SY1SS UNDERSTAND PROBLEM AND,
WE BELIFVE, WILL DO THEIR BEST. NFVERTHELESS, PROBLEMS WHICH
SIRFACED IN DISCUSSION MAY DELAY TIMING ENVISAGED REFTEL. GDS.DAVIS
BT
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